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COMMENT Of SUBPRISE DES oF JAPANESE DIET: The 
@ecis sister Yos re @ s@apanese 
Bier is in part a recognition that he ao lancer ean resist 
pressure from both within and outside the Liberal Party for 
early general elections. The appare:tly suaddeu decisior 
for a dissolution sew, rather than in late September as 
previously planned, represents strategy probably designed. 
to preserve Yoshida‘s deciinisg personal strength within 
the party, as well ag to favor the Liberal Party positions. 


The decision enables the govermment to ferego the 
present Diet seasion, which cpened on 20 August. The 
Opposition was planning to utilize thia session for a con- 
centrated pre-election attack ou Yoahida's policies. The 
surprige action oF Youhida also leaves the Opposition parties 
with inadequate caspaige preparations; this will react in 
faver of the praesent better ksown incuabents, a majority 
of whom are Liberal Party membera. An added factor may; 
have been a desire on the part of Yoshida to stem the grow- 
ing strength ef the rival Hatoyama faction within his ove 
party. 


The election, which is now aecheduled for 1 Octeber, 
will be the first test of strength for the Liberal Party 
eince the conclusion of the Peace Treaty and the Security 
Pact. With U8~Japan relations a primary iasue, the reaults 
will eerve at leaat as a partial indicetor of the glectorate's 
attitude toward Yoshida's pro-America: policies. It will 
aleo provide the first opportunity fer the wariiwe leaders 
to regain their Diet weats follewing their forced retiresen: 
from polities by SCAP's purge directives. 


Yoshida bas suffered a personal decline in populsriiy 
over recent months, and it is prebable that this will be 
refiected im the election results. None of the Opposition 
parties, however, appear able te challenge seriously the 
dominant Liberal Party, which currently holds 285 of the 
406 seats isn the Lower House. 
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